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Spirit of God, grant me:

The gift of wisdom to see the world through
your eyes,

The gift of counsel to make difficult
decisions,

The gifts of knowledge and understanding to
use my mind to know you and to love you,

The gift of fortitude to have the courage to
live in the faith despite the difficulties and
disappointments,

The gift of piety to be able to express my
special love and commitment to you,

And the right kind of awesome fear that
makes me pause to wonder and revere God’s
Love.

Amen

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Carers,

Sacrament of Confirmation

Last Sunday 7 children from our school celebrated their
Confirmation with many other children from the parish.

It was a joyful celebration where we joined with
children from across the Our Lady’s Parish.

Congratulations Alana, Kira, Eamon, Monique, Trinity,
Jazmyn, Zoey and Melissa. May you be filled with the
Holy Spirit today and always

In preparation for their confirmation, the children were
visited by our regional bishop, Bishop Terry Curtin.
Bishop Terry met with all the children in year 6 and |
spoke with them about the gifts of the Holy Spirit and L
how these can play such an important role in their life.
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School Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS): 28 August — 15 September 2023.

Every year, Catholic schools ask children, families and staff how their learning community is performing. This
feedback helps us understand what we are doing well and where we can make improvements.

One way that we do this is through the Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools — School Improvement Surveys
(MACSSIS).

The surveys have been specially made for Catholic schools in Melbourne by MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese
Catholic Schools), and researchers at Learning First.

In 2023, children, families and staff are invited to participate in the survey online. The survey platform is operated
by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd. and provides high security and privacy standards for handling the information.

Children at our school will be provided with supervised sessions, where teachers are on hand to help and answer
any questions. Families can complete the survey anytime over the three-week window. A link and password will
be sent home via your child over the next couple of weeks. Feedback has indicated that previous surveys were
completed across a range of mobile devices and different web browsers.

Our community’s opinions are critical to understanding how our school is performing — MACSSIS is a key data
source for guiding the ongoing work to improve our school.

Your participation is invited, welcomed and 100 per cent voluntary.

The surveys are not a test; they are an inclusive way to support the work we are already doing to improve our
school. Everyone has the right to refuse to participate, or withdraw from the survey at any point before, during or
after completion of the survey. Please notify the school if your child does not wish to participate.

If you would like more information, please contact Mrs Ghiran Byrne, our MACSSIS Coordinator, via the School
Office.

It's Book Week!

Book Week is when we celebrate some of our amazing Australian authors and

¢ illustrators.

This year at Good Samaritan we have been celebrating Book Week with lunch time

e H(BCA2023 ) ) e » .
» q w?s UGS library storytimes, activities and competitions run by some of our amazing Year 5 & 6
» Children.
N
\ Today we held the Junior dress up parade and it was so lovely to see all the children

dressed up as their favourite characters. We look forward to seeing what creative
costumes the Yr 3- 6 children will come dressed up in for their parade tomorrow.

-
=

=

We encourage all families to be creative with their dress-ups, reusing items, making
bits'n’pieces, masks, rather than spending money on costumes.

Bethany and Emmaus Yr 3-6 PARADE - 9:15 FRIDAY 25TH AUGUST

Special Awards

In the past three weeks we have introduced two special awards for the children.

The Good Samaritan Award: This is the most significant award that we
present to a child. It celebrates children who have exemplified by their
actions the values of mercy, justice, compassion and respect, through
nurturing their relationship with other people. In doing so, they have
shown us how to live Jesus’ message to be like the Good Samaritan and ‘go
and do the same’ (Luke 10:37).

Children who receive this award are presented with a certificate and a badge that they can wear on their uniform.
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To date the following children have received the Good Samaritan Award:

Carlos, Abdullah, Christiano and Kerles (3 White): for showing compassion and great care when a
classmate needed their help.

The Principal’s Award: This celebrates children who have demonstrated through their
approach to learning and ways of working, that they have exemplified our learning
superpowers (ways of thinking: curious, creative, reflective; ways of working:
collaborative, resilient, persistent) and/or our behaviour expectations (be safe, be
respectful, be responsible).

Children who receive this award are presented with a certificate at our weekly

assembly.

To date the following children have received the Principal’s Award:

Awarded on 11 August

Liam (Nazareth Purple)
Yohana (4 Gold)
Manuel (4 White)
Simon (6 Red)

Jaecob (3 White)
Marina (6 Green)
Maroon (Nazareth Red)
Bradley (5 Green)
Carmen (5 White)
Jordan (5 Red)

Mirella (Nazareth Green)
Aven (5 White)

Manuki (4 Red)

Meryam (4 Red)

Sumo (4 Red)
Christopher (4 Red)
Hossam (Nazareth Gold)
Anna (Nazareth Gold)
Sofia (Nazareth Green)
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Awarded on 18 August

Maryanna (Nazareth White)
Christina (Nazareth White)

Rozena (4 Red)

° Raniah (6 Gold) ° Joshua (4 Green)
° Sandra (5 Green) ° Aylin (4 Green)
° Annabelle (4 Gold) ° Zena

° Sharbel (3 Red) ° Mikhael

[ ] [ ]

[
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School Routines

Over the past few months | have noticed that quite a large number of families are not keeping to the daily routine
of the school and as a consequence, causing disruption to the children’s learning.

As a reminder, our daily routine is:
8.30am School Gates Opened

It is most important that children do not arrive at school before 8.30 am as they are not
supervised.

Classrooms are open from 8:30am so students can undertake routines such as, hanging up
their bags, returning home readers, etc...so they are ready to commence formal sessions
at 8:50am. You are also welcome to visit the classes during this time.

8.50am Classes Begin

Children arriving after 9:00am must report to the Office, to be signed in and receive a Late
Pass to hand to their class teacher.

10.50-11.00am  Morning Tea - eaten in class

11.00-11.20am  Morning Recess

1.20-1.30pm Lunch - eaten in class
1.30-2.15pm Afternoon Recess

2.30pm School Assembly (Friday only)
3.15pm End of School Day

Late Arrivals

Each day we have a large number of children who are arriving late to school, that is, they are arriving after
8.50am. This has two concerning impacts:

1. Children arriving late to class are missing out on valuable learning time. Arriving 5-10 minutes late every
day means a child could be missing up to an hour of learning each week. This is a significant disadvantage
to a child’s development.

2. When children arrive late and enter the class, they disrupt the learning that is already underway for the
other children in the class.

So please, | ask that every family makes the effort to have their children in class before 8.50am each school day.

Early Pickup

| have noticed that there is an increasing number of children who are being picked-up from school early in the day.
While | understand that from time to time parents will need to pick up their child to attend an appointment during
the school day, this should not be a common occurrence. Wherever possible, appointments need to be arranged
to occur outside of school hours.

In these limited instances where you need to collect your child early, | ask that you call the school office earlier in
the day and notify us what time you will be picking your child up. Please note that your child will not be released
from their class until such time you have arrived at school and signed your child out. This will save unnecessary
disruption to classes. You will need to factor this into your travel times for appointments.

Your cooperation with this simple process will be greatly appreciated.

Playground Upgrade

You may have noticed that there is work occurring in the central courtyard area of the school, under and around
the new shade sail.
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We are currently undertaking improvement works by building a retaining/seating wall in front of the year 3
building as well as replacing the existing artificial grass with a newer and softer artificial surface. This is another
great example of the ongoing development of the school’s facilities.

Once completed, additional outdoor furniture will be put in place to create another passive play area for the
children that is protected from the sun. The work should be completed by the end of this week.

Yours sincerely,

24

Paul Sedunary

Principal

SCHOOL NEWS

KIDS IN SPACE +’

On Friday 28 July, a small group of students from Year 5 & 6 participated in
the Kids in Space competition. This Australian-first program engaged schools
from all across the country in a space themed, technology-based, design
thinking project. It was launched by the Andy Thomas Space Foundation in
partnership with the Australian Space Agency.

During Term 1 & 2, all children in Year 5 & 6 had been working towards this
by first learning about space through online modules on the Makers Empire
app. They then followed the Design Thinking Process to design and create
something that would help them live on another planet once Earth becomes
unlivable.

Two groups of children from Year 5 and two groups of children from Year 6

were chosen to represent Good Samaritan in a showcase day. This was an
opportunity for schools across Victoria to come together to celebrate their

learning, allowing children to share their work, connect with others and be
inspired by the creativity of their peers.

The children did an incredible job of setting up their booths, talking about
their learning journey and speaking to children from other schools about
their designs.

Although none of our groups won the &
competition, we are very proud of all
the great work they have
accomplished!

STEM Teacher
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Our Prep 2024 transition to school program is well underway. The first stage of the transition process is the FAMILY
STARS Program

The Family Stars program is a program for newly enrolled preps for 2024 who have a sibling currently at Good
Samaritan. They work together each Monday afternoon for 3 weeks so that the sibling can learn ways they can help
their brother/sister learn at home and to help the newly enrolled child be more settled. The sibling will be so proud of
their younger brother/sister starting school and the enrolled child will feel happy and safe working with their older
sibling.

The Step into Foundation program is the next phase of the transition process. This is open to all families with a child
starting school at Good Samaritan in 2024.

What's Coming Up This Term?

Monday, 21 August

9.00am Prep 2024: Family Stars Session 3

Thursday, 24 August

9.15am F-2 Book Week Parade

Friday, 25 August

9.15am Yrs 3-6 Book Week Parade

Thursday, 31 August

9.30am New Arrival Families - Welcome Morning Tea

Fathers Day Celebration

Friday, 1 September
Years 4-6 Hot Shots Tennis

9.00am Step Into Foundation Session 1a

Monday, 4 September 10.30am Step Into Foundation Session 1b

6.00pm School Advisory Council meeting

9.00am Step Into Foundation Session 2a

Thursday, 7 September 10.30am Step Into Foundation Session 2b

9.00am Step Into Foundation Session 3a

11 . R
Monday, 11 September 10.30am Step Into Foundation Session 3b

Tuesday, 12 September 9.30am -1.00pmBethany Village Amazing Race Maths Incursion

9.00am Step Into Foundation Session 4a

Thursday, 14 September 13.00am Step Into Foundation Session 4b

Last day of term for children

PUPIL FREE DAY: CHILDREN DO NOT ATTEND TODAY

e A5 SIS Staff Seminar: Term 4 Curriculum Planning
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Awarded on 18 August

Raniah (6 Gold)

Sandra (5 Green)

Annabelle (4 Gold)

Sharbel (3 Red)

Maryanna (Nazareth White)
Christina (Nazareth White) ° Joshua (4 Green)
Aylin (4 Green)

Zena

Mikhael

Rozena (4 Red)
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