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A Blessing for Our Journey

Bless us, Gracious Companion,
With the fire of love

As we commence our journey of the year ahead.

Enliven us with:

L the compassion of God to motivate us,
LS the fystice of God to msprre us,; and
L the mercy of God to encourage us.

Bless us with listening ears and open eyes to the
needs of each other, and responsive hearts and

hands that reach out with care.

May the blessings of our God

Surround us always

So that we may enjoy the fullness of life.

Amen
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Carers,

Optimisi
ng the

learning

Our school community s full of energy and optimism, and

fou con e ssared st our commitment 10 even s e ™ IAWEELH O LET1Q)

The foundation for the ongoing development of Good Samaritan are our steadfast g Of
commitments:

Welcome to the 2022 school year!

Despite the ever present challenges of COVID am full of hope for the year ahead
and look forward to what will hopefully be a year without disruption. Throughout
last year we showed that when we are united as a faith filled community we can
manage any challenge that may arise.

every
® We are driven by a deep belief that every child is capable of successful Ch I I d for

learning.

® We honour the sacred dignity of each child.

® \We are focused on achieving the highest standards possible for each child a
to ensure maximum progress and growth.

® We understand that although children are at different stages in their Llfe
learning and may be progressing at different rates, every child is capable
of learning successfully if given the appropriate learning opportunities
and necessary support. F u I Iy
® We nurture family and community partnerships to support and empower =
positive parent engagement, and bring together family and community L IVed
resources to enrich student learning and wellbeing.

Victorian Government Back To School Plan - Rapid Anfigen
Tests

The Victorian Government has announced some new measures for the beginning of the 2022 school year across all
Victorian schools which include free rapid antigen tests

Free rapid antigen tests will be available to all families for the first four weeks of Term 1 2022.

The Department of Health is strongly recommending that students complete a test twice a week to help proactively
identify any cases, reducing the risks of an outbreak.
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We have been supplied with tests by the Victorian Government — you do not need to buy your own.

Parents can collect the testing kits for the first two weeks of
term from our Jericho Community Learning Village during
the remainder of this week. Parents will be able to collect a
second pack of tests at the beginning of week 3.

The children will do the tests at home; you only need to report
their result if it is COVID-positive.

You must report a COVID-positive result to the school by
phone. This is so that we can support students, record that
they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of
the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms

The school staff are also completing their own rapid antigen tests twice weekly at home during the first four weeks
of term.

We Welcome New and Returning School Staff
This year we also welcome the following new and returning staff members to our school:

Sonya Brennan - Foundation 6 Red Home Group Teacher. Sonya is a gifted teacher and skilled professional, who
brings with her a wealth of experience from working across a range of school settings. We are blessed to have her
join our community.

Briony Kellet - Years 1/2 Blue Home Group Teacher. Briony has previously worked at Good Samaritan as a casual
relief teacher. We were so impressed with her we asked her to join our team on a full time basis. | am thrilled she
said yes!

Oscar Elias - Year 1/2 White Home Group Teacher. Oscar is a graduate teacher who commenced with us late in
term 4. In a very short time Oscar has already demonstrated what a committed and caring teacher she is. We are
very fortunate to have her on our team.

Justin DeJong - Year 4 Gold Home Group Teacher. Justin is a graduate teacher who brings with him a range of
experience working with young people. This experience, coupled with his recent studies, have set Justin up for a
very successful career ahead. We are very fortunate to have him on our team.

We also welcome back two of our much loved members of staff Sarah Torre and Cinzia Caruanafrom parental leave.
It’s great to have them back!

| am sure that you will join me in making everyone feel welcomed and part of this wonderful community.

A COVIDSafe School
Included with this bulletin is a copy of the school's current COVIDSafe Guidelines.

Please note that there are a number of changes that reflect the current reduced risk of community transmission.
While that is the case, it is still important that we are all vigilant in following the community safety measures that
are in place.

| ask that you carefully read the guidelines so that you are aware of your responsibilities and that of all families at
the school. Your continued cooperation is greatly appreciated.

I look forward to seeing you throughout the term.

God bless,
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PAUL SEDUNARY
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Principal

SCHOOL NEWS

MORNING DROP-OFF

, The school gates are opened at 8.30am
e ) Children are not to be at school prior to 8.30am.
9 3: Any child who arrives at school prior to 8.30 will be sent to before school care and the child’s
8 7 & 4. family will be charged the full session amount.

- Parents and family members are now permitted to enter the school grounds but may not
enter classrooms.
’ Please avoid gathering in groups while waiting for your child.

Keep your distance — stay 1.5 metres away from people where you can.

I AFTERNOON PICK-UP

10 2 .

9 3. The school gates will open at 3.10pm.

8 ; 4. Parents and family members are now permitted to enter the school grounds but may not
e 5 enter classrooms.

Keep your distance — stay 1.5 metres away from people where you can.

Please avoid gathering in groups while waiting for your child.

2022 School Fees

Later this week all families will receive the 2022 Fee Agreement. You are asked to complete this and return it to
school by no later than Friday 18 February.

The box below outlines the school fees for 2022. You will note that while the family fee is unchanged, student levy has
increased by $10.00 across all year levels.

Family Fee

The family fee structure for 2022 will remain unchanged as follows: $1500.00 per family
Student Levy

The student levy for 2022 has been increased by $10.00 at each year level:

Foundation to Year 2: $310 per child (pays for all program costs and excursions)

Years 3 and 4: $340 per child (pays for all program costs and excursions)

Years 5 and 6: S635 per child (pays for all program costs, excursions and camp)

School Fee Support

In 2022, the School will be able to offer more financial support to families through a new concessional (reduced) fee
structure.
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Reduced school fees are available to any family that meets the following eligibility criteria:
e of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander heritage
e holding an Health Care Card and eligible for CSEF
e experiencing severe financial hardship
e holding a DVA Gold Card

The reduced fees is automatic for a parent/guardian/carer responsible for the school fees who holds the eligible card
listed above. A CSEF application must be submitted for a concession to be granted.

The concessional (reduced) school fees for eligible families are:

1 child: $15 per child per week, direct debit (5780 per year or $195 per term)
2 children: $23 for the family per week, direct debit ($1,196 per year, or $299 per term)
3+ children: S30 for the family per week, direct debit ($1,560 per year, or $390 per term)

The above fees cover both the family fee and student levies.

Families who seek to wish to access the concessional fee structure must:

1. Meet one or more of the eligibility criteria listed above.

2. Commit to making weekly direct debit payments as described above.

3. Apply using the application form available from the school office.

4. Submit the application form by no later than Friday, 18 February 2022. (late applications will not be accepted)
Families who wish to apply for the reduced fee due to severe financial hardship will need to make an appointment to
discuss their application with me.

Should you have any question about the payment of fees and levies please contact our school Business Manager,
Linda Eaton ( E: accounts@goodsam.catholic.edu.au or T: 9308 6177)

Family Handbook

Next week all families will receive a copy of the 2022 Family Handbook. This Family Handbook will also be made
available from the school website (https://www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au).

The Family Handbook will include the calendar of planned events for the year as well as detailed information about
school procedures and structures.

As always, should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at
principal@goodsam.catholic.edu.au or call 9308 6177.

School Uniform
A reminder that the Uniform Shop is now open each week of the school term at the following times:

Monday 2:30 - 4:00pm and Wednesday 8:30 - 10:00am

There is no longer a defined winter/summer uniform. Children may wear any of the daily wear items of
clothing listed below. The sports uniform may only be worn on designated sports days.
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The daily uniform is selected from the following items
Good Samaritan polo shirt (short sleeve)

Good Samaritan polo shirt (long sleeve)

Good Samaritan school shorts or trousers

Good Samaritan bomber jacket

Good Samaritan summer dress (girls)

Good Samaritan tunic (girls)

School wide brim hat (Terms 1 and 4) School trousers
White socks

Dark blue tights

Black school shoes

Good Samaritan wet weather jacket (optional)
Good Samaritan scarf (optional)

Good Samaritan beanie (optional)
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GOOD SAMARITAN COVIDSAFE GUIDELINES

The following directions detail the measures that have been put in place to protect the health and wellbeing of
all members of our school community. They reflect the current health advice provided by the Department of
Health and Human Services and the Catholic Education Commision of Victoria.

RAPID ANTIGEN TESTING

Free rapid antigen tests will be made available for all staff and students in Victorian schools for the first four weeks
of Term 1 2022. Rapid antigen testing will be voluntary for all school students and staff.

SICK OR UNWELL CHILDREN

If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school.

Unwell children must remain home and seek medical advice if required.
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STAY HOME Any child who presents at school as either sick or unwell, no matter how mild their
If you are unwel| symptoms, will be sent home.

VISITING THE SCHOOL

Parents and carers must be fully vaccinated (had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine) or have a valid medical
exception (with limited exceptions) to enter school buildings.

If you need to visit the School for any reason please:

&

‘ Wear a face mask when indoors(must cover nose and mouth)

o

& Sanitise your hands upon arrival

Keep your distance

Register your attendance

FACE MASKS

Children in Years 3 - 6 must wear a face mask indoors at school, and while attending Outside School Hours Care
(OSHC) programs, unless a lawful exception applies.

Children must wear face masks even if vaccinated.
Children are not required to wear masks outside

WASHING AND SANITISING HANDS
The children will be required to wash/sanitise their hands:

e Upon every entry to the classroom (for example: at the start of the day, after going
to the toilet, after delivering or collecting the office tub).
o e After each specialist class.
o9 - : :
e After each activity where shared equipment (eg: blocks, counters, scissors etc) has

f‘ ‘\ been used.

The children will be supervised by a member of staff when they wash/sanitise their hands
) to ensure it is done correctly.

Hand sanitiser and antibacterial wipes are available in all learning areas and office spaces.

Parents/carers are encouraged to supply their child with a small bottle of hand sanitiser
(50ml) for their personal use.
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DRINK BOTTLES

Every child must have a water bottle to use throughout the day at school. Due to covid safe health measures, the
drinking fountains in the school yard have been turned off.

Drink bottles need to be clearly marked with your child’s name and grade.

School drink bottles are available for purchase from the School Office. The cost of a bottle is $5.00.
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