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Community Bulletin Goo

Samaritan

No 36/21 Friday, 15 October 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

| hope that you and your family are safe and well. We are aware that some families are in quarantine at present or
are caring for a loved one who is very ill at the moment. During this week we have been in contact with every
family that we know to be in this situation, offering our support and whatever assistance we can provide.

Please do not hesitate to call the school if you need support at the moment. While we may not always be able to
provide the specific help you need, we will certainly assist you in finding that support.

The Staged Return to School Starts Next Week

Next week we take our first steps in the return to onsite learning with our Prep and Year 1 and 2 children attending.

The schedule for next week is as follows:

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
18 October 19 October 20 October 21 October 22 October
Foundation Onsite Foundation Onsite Foundation Onsite Year 1 & 2 Onsite Year 1 & 2 Onsite

Remote Learning only for Year Levels not on site.

(Onsite supervision is provided for vulnerable children and those of documented authorised workers)

Is it Safe for my child to return to school?

Yes, it is safe for your child to return to school.

We have put in place every COVIDSafe measure required of the school. | have included a summary of our COVIDSafe
plan with this bulletin.

We will continue to take a very cautious approach and remain vigilant in monitoring the implementation of the
systems we have in place.

How can | help my child prepare for returning to School?

Most children will now be out of their usual school day routine, so getting back to school may present a few

challenges.

Here are a few tips that might help

E: office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au  W: www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au  T: 9308 6177



mailto:office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au
http://www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au/

Get back into a bedtime routine: Restarting school will be tiring as the children will be out of routine. Getting a
good night’s sleep is very important.

Talk to them about how they feel: It is important to encourage your child to discuss their feelings about returning
to school. If they feel anxious or worried, help them understand this is perfectly normal, and that you and their
teachers are there to support them. Although difficult, try not to share any anxiety you may have with them.

Younger children, in particular, may not always have the words to express their feelings, so try to find a way of
bringing up the conversation without putting pressure on them — for instance when you’re playing with them, or
going for a walk. This can help them to open up naturally and identify what they’re anxious about.

Pack right: Pack your child’s school bag together with them. This is a great opportunity to talk together about how
they are feeling.

Your child will need to bring with them: a drink bottle (water is best), a morning tea snack, lunch and their school
hat. The hat is very important because the children will be outside often during the day. If your child does not
have a school hat, they can wear another type of hat for the time being.

Make sure your child knows where they will be picked up: Your child will be eagerly expecting you at collection
time, so make sure you, or whoever is collecting them, are there for them, in the right place at the right time.

Stay informed: Given the long absence from school, there may be a difficult period of readjustment. There may be
fresh challenges for your child. Try to stay informed about how they are getting on — but if you are concerned,
contact your child’s teacher who will be more than happy to speak with you.

What will happen if | don’t send my child to school on the days they are scheduled to attend?

Children are expected to attend school on the days that are scheduled for their year level. Remote learning will not
be provided for children on the days their year level is at school.

Where a child does not attend on these days, parents and carers must notify the school of their child’s absence.

Drop Off and Pick Up Routine 18 - 22 October

Please note that we are using a modified routine next week. These changes have been put in place to ensure the
children’s safety and wellbeing.

The key points are:
e The morning drop off and afternoon pick up of children will be done via the main school entrance.
e All other entrance gates will be closed at these times.
e Children are not allowed to be dropped off at school prior to 8.30am.
e Parents/carers are not permitted to enter the school yard beyond the main gates.

e All adults and children aged 12 years and over, must wear a face mask while in the car park, drop-off and
pick-up areas.
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Ensuring a COVIDSafe Return to School

| have no doubt that many parents are feeling a little anxious about their children returning to school while the
coronavirus is still present in and around Melbourne. Please be assured that throughout the pandemic we have
done, and will continue to do, everything in our power to keep you and your family safe.

Our key COVIDSafe measures are:

e All school staff are required to wear a face mask, unless an exemption

Staff applies.
e Teachers are not required to wear a face mask while teaching.

e Childrenin Years 3 to 6 must wear a mask while indoors at school. They do

Face not need to be worn while outside in the playground.
Masks Children
e |tisrecommended that children in Prep to Year 2 wear a face mask while

indoors at school.

Parents, e All parents, carers, and visitors to the school site must wear a face mask
carers, both indoors and outdoors while on the school site (unless a lawful
visitors exemption applies).

e Hand washing stations have been installed across the school.
e Hand sanitiser stations have been installed in every classroom.

e Handwashing occurs regularly throughout the day.

Hygiene
e Daily cleaning of the school.
e Children displaying even the mildest of symptoms will be sent home and
should get tested
e Mixing of year levels will be limited (outdoors only).
e Maintaining physical distancing wherever possible.
Social distancing e Limited access to the school site to visitors.

e Density limits apply across the school building.

e A modified drop-off/pick-up routine is in place to limit mixing.

e Ventilation maximised by opening doors and windows throughout the day

e Outdoor furniture has been installed throughout the school to enable
outdoor learning.

Ventilation and outdoor | @ Wherever possible classes will use outdoor learning spaces.

learning spaces e Air purifiers have been purchased and installed in high volume areas and
the First Aid Room.

e \We are yet to receive the air purifiers for classrooms to be provided by the
State Government.

e Getting vaccinated is the best way to be protected from and prevent the
Vaccination spread of COVID-19.
e All staff working in our school are required to have received their first dose
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by 18 October and be fully vaccinated by 29 November.

Access to Onsite Supervision from Monday, 18 October

Commencing next Monday, onsite supervision will only be provided for a small group of children of (a) documented
authorised workers and (b) a select group of children deemed to be vulnerable or with a disability.

(a) Children of authorised workers:

e Both parents must be working (working from home does not qualify) on the days onsite supervision
is requested.

® A Permitted Workers Permit must be provided to the school.

e Onthe advice of our public health team, all parents on the Authorised Worker list will require their
first COVID-19 vaccine dose by 18 October in order for their children to be eligible for on-site
supervision.

e Evidence of the parents vaccination status must be provided to the school prior to accessing onsite
supervision

e Parents must book in using the onsite attendance form available on Skoolbag

(b) Children deemed to be vulnerable:

e Only children deemed to be vulnerable by the school and/or children with a disability who cannot
learn from home will be able to attend for onsite supervision.

e Eligible families have been contacted by the school to confirm their children’s attendance.
Thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

-

Paul Sedunary

Principal
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