Special Community Bulletin: o

: Good
Coronavirus Update No.2 Samaritan

No 5/20 Wednesday, 18 March

Dear Parents and Carers,

| am very grateful for everyone’s support of each other and the broader school community at the moment.

Challenging times such as these require that we all take care of each other and take every step we can to prevent
the spread of the coronavirus.

The latest advice received from the Australian and Victorian Governments is that schools will not be closed in the
short-term. The Australian Government, in collaboration and agreement with all state and territory governments,
has determined that it is in the communities best interest for schools to remain open.

| fully understand that all parents will make decisions that best reflect their needs and the needs of their children.

This week we have seen a significant decrease in the number of children who are attending school. Many families
have already made the decision to isolate their children and not send them to school for the remainder of this
term.

Families who are continuing to send their children to school, can do so in the knowledge that we are taking every
possible action to safeguard the children.

Our primary concern at the moment is to promote good hygiene and the practice of social distancing. Social
distancing relates to the process of limiting the amount of contact between people.

Please find below an updated list of frequently asked questions (FAQs). The FAQs reflect the range of inquiries
we have been responding to. | hope that with continued access to up to date and accurate information that you
will feel well informed and best placed to make decisions for your family.

Please note that these FAQs are also available from our news and events section of our school website:
www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au. The FAQs will be updated each time a bulletin is sent out.

| will continue to provide updates via Skoolbag. | ask that you ensure that you have this app on your phone or
iPad (instructions are provided below).

| want to reassure you that we have taken, and will continue to take, every measure to ensure your child’s
wellbeing while at school.

Best Wishes,

Paud Sedunary

PAUL SEDUNARY

“" Principal

E: office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au W: www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au T: 9308 6177
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Is it ok if | choose not to send my child to school for the remainder of the school term2gnew
It is understood that all parents will make decisions that best reflect their family needs and the needs of their
children. It is critically important that, if you do choose not to send your child to school, you notify the School
Office of your decision.

Our School Office contacts are: phone: 9308 6177 or via email: office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au

| have chosen to keep my child at home for the remainder of the term. Will my child be
provided with learning activities to do at homegnew

No. If you choose to keep your child at home, we will not be providing any activities or school work to be
completed at home.

My child is sent home from school because he or she is unwell, will my child be provided
with learning activities to do at homegnew

No. If your child is sent home because of being unwell, we will not be providing any activities or school work to
be completed at home.

Will Good Samaritan close due to the coronavirus (COVID-19)2 udated
At this point in time, all Victorian schools have been advised by health and education authorities, including
Catholic Education Melbourne, that there is no need to close.

Please be aware that this advice may change if the number of coronavirus cases in the broader community grows.

The school will only close when advised to do so by the Department of Health and Human Services, the
Department of Education and with the support of Catholic Education Melbourne.

If the school is required to close, will my child be provided with learning activities to do

at homegnew

Yes. In the event that the school is required to close due to the coronavirus, we will provide learning at home
activities for children. This will include both online activities and paper based activities. Each family will
determine how much of the work is completed based on their personal circumstances.

I've heard that Victoria has declared a State of Emergencye What does this meanenew
On 16 March, a State of Emergency was declared in Victoria to combat the spread of COVID-19.

Under a State of Emergency, Authorised Officers, at the direction of the Chief Health Officer, can act to eliminate
or reduce a serious risk to public health by detaining people, restricting movement, preventing entry to premises,

or providing any other direction an Authorised Officer considers reasonable to protect public health.

These measures do not include the closure of early childhood services, schools or higher education institutions.
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What is social distancing and why is it important?e new
Social distancing includes ways to stop or slow the spread of infectious diseases. It means less contact between
you and other people.

Social distancing is important because COVID-19 is most likely to spread from person-to-person through:
e direct close contact with a person while they are infectious or in the 24 hours before their symptoms
appeared
close contact with a person with a confirmed infection who coughs or sneezes, or
touching objects or surfaces (such as door handles or tables) contaminated from a cough or sneeze from
a person with a confirmed infection, and then touching your mouth or face.

So, the more space between you and others, the harder it is for the virus to spread.

What advice is the School receiving about how to respond to the COVID-19 health
situation?

The school is receiving regular updates and advice from the Department of Health and Human Services,
Department of Education as well as Catholic Education Melbourne. This advice is evidence-based and provided by
health experts.

What is being done to protect the children while they are at school?uedated
A number of measures have been put in place:
e Hand sanitiser has been provided for use by students and staff
e All classes have received special instruction on how to wash their hands, sneeze and cough safely and
dispose of tissues safely
Community information posters in English and Arabic have been displayed throughout the school
Daily cleaning and sanitizing of contact surfaces and points throughout the school
Regular communication and updates for our school community
As is always the case, any child who presents as unwell, will be sent home

Restrictions have been placed on who can visit the school. Only parents/carers and essential visitors(allied
health, approved contrators etc) are permitted on site while we are implementing social distancing
measures.

What School activities have been affectedgnew

The following school have been cancelled until further notice:
e School celebrations of Eucharist and liturgy

Assemblies - level, Village and School

Interschool sport

Incursions and excursions

Community Conversations

Playgroup

Jericho Village community activity groups

Only essential meetings with parents and carers will be held in person. Wherever possible, conversations
will be held via telephone.

Is the Before and After School Care Program Open?
Yes, the Before and After School Care Program (BASC) will remain open while the school remains open. Should
the school need to close, so too will the BASC.

E: office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au W: www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au T: 9308 6177



mailto:office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au
http://www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au/

faga 9o 10y claia¥l aclill oo L
O AV Gms i Gl Juadl iy Agamall (al ) i) elUay) of i 1 G e e laia¥l aclill (aaly

A e AY Jadd e il Ol a4l g0 COVID-19 Y dege e laia¥) diludl)
o2l eV seds JBdeln 24 A ol Clad) padil) ae jiludl Juaiy) o
}i‘MJidMSJS}Ad}MuMUMcAé#}\dMY\ [}
Clas (add (e gulandl ol Jland) (e 45 glall (Y Ul i ol Y1 (cadie Jie) hanl) sl oLV Gudl @
ea s 5l dlad G & ¢ 8850 (5 50
LY g el e cmall e O ¢ AT g el Raliad) caal LS ¢ 1A

X g ¢ ardaill g A il 5 ) 55 ¢ AibadY) Gleadd) g dnall 3 ) j 5 (e Aadaiia b ey Cilipaat A jaall AL
Cosla b SIS pd
Al o) ja Lgadiy g cpal ) e Ayie Aauaill o3

i jaall A aa g 5 ol JilaY) dlead 4 oLl 2y 531 L

:Dlel @AY (e 220 AAT) S

il gall 5 Bl J8 (e aladiluBU ol ades 8 53 e

ey dataall (e palaill g ey Jlasadl 5 Gudasll 5 agansl Ju 48 Jon ala Glagled i) aen ciilio
A yaall elail aan (8 4 pall 5 A Salasy) (el il slae Cliiale (e e

A paall 3 de gall Tl g dans) agied s Ciplaio

L e acinal paall sl g aliial) Jual sille

ol G e Jida sl Jla] atas ¢ il Jiall 58 LS

danall) Gl 15305 dle I axia / oL a pransd s aall 5l ) 4iSay (e e 258 s i @
elaia ) ae bl Clel jaY Lhdni fLa 18 gall A (&) ¢ pgale (33 sal) Gpailaiall ¢ dallaial)

3l A el el s e

AT ) s 4000 A el eV ela)
L gl g (asall b 8l aYleisle

4 Al 5 A2l (5 gl e Clascaille
ool G Al e

OOl g Gl yidldle

daledl) Clisladlie

el de sanse

Lo )l A ) oainal) Bl e gance

el ) aa ¢ (Sl lia Luadd dle )1 adia s ) saY) el 5l ae dadh pul) clelaia¥) Sie sl @
Lailgd) e alialadll

E: office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au W: www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au T: 9308 6177



mailto:office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au
http://www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au/

What happens if the school becomes aware of a confirmed or possible case of a staff
member or student having contracted coronavirus?

If we become aware of a confirmed or possible case of a student or staff member contracting COVID-19, or has

been in close contact with someone who is confirmed with COVID-19, we are required to immediately contact the

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

DHHS will then provide me with specific advice based on their assessment of the particular circumstances. This

will direct how the school responds in the best interests of public health.

What are the symptoms of coronaviruse
The symptoms of coronavirus include:

® Fever

Cough

[ ]
® Shortness of breath
[ ]

Breathing difficulties

What can | do to reduce the risk of coronaviruse

Wash hands often with soap and running water, for at least 20 seconds. Dry with paper towel or hand
dryer.

Try not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth.

Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t have a tissue cough or

sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow.
Isolate yourself at home if you feel sick. If you take medication ensure you have adequate supplies.
Phone your GP first if you need medical attention. They will tell you what to do.

Continue healthy habits: exercise, drink water, get plenty of sleep, and now is the time to quit smoking.

Call the Quitline 137 848.

Don't wear a face mask if you are well.

Buy an alcohol-based hand sanitiser with over 60 per cent alcohol.
Get the flu shot (available April).

Shaking hands is optional!

What does social distancing look like at home? new

To reduce the spread of germs:

As mentioned, practise good hand and sneeze/cough hygiene

Avoid handshaking and kissing

Regularly disinfect high touch surfaces, such as tables, kitchen benches and doorknobs Increase
ventilation in the home by opening windows or adjusting air conditioning

Visit shops sparingly and buy more goods and services online

Consider whether outings and travel, both individual and family, are sensible and necessary
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In households where people are ill (in addition to the measures above)
e Care for the sick person in a single room if possible
o Keep the number of carers to a minimum
e Keep the door to the sick person’s room closed and, if possible, a window open
® Both the sick person and the people caring for them should wear a surgical mask when they are in the
same room Protect other vulnerable family members, such as people over 65 years or people with a
chronic illness, including, if practicable, finding alternative accommodation
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For daily updates from the Department of Health and Human Services, visit:
Coronavirus (COVID-19) updates

D

DO YOU HAVE SKOOLBAG? | ki ASRUEICIRAL

ALL UPDATES REGARDING THE
CORONAVIRUS WILL BE SENT OUT
VIA SKOOLBAG

ITIS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
THAT EVERY FAMILY HAS THIS APP
ON THEIR PHONE, IPAD OR OTHER

DEVICE.

Get your favourite mobile device
Open the App Store/Play Store
Search for “SkoolBag"”

Download the free app

SKOOLBAG IS FREE AND EASY TO
DOWNLOAD.

i B

Open the app and add your school(s)

IF YOU NEED HELP DOWNLOADING

THE APP PLEASE DROP INTO THE PR e
SCHOOL OFFICE AND WE WILL BE & Aopsiore | | B GooglePlay

HAPPY TO ASSIST.
for more info visit skoolbag.com.au SkOOlBagﬁJ
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