Special Community Bulletin:

Coronavirus Update samantan

No 4/20 Monday, 16th March

Dear Parents and Carers,

Understandably many of you are feeling quite anxious at the moment about the coronavirus. As you would
expect, my primary concern is to ensure the health and safety and wellbeing of every child and member of the
school community.

What follows is a series of frequently asked questions about how the school is responding to the coronavirus
(CoVID-19)

This is an evolving situation, so please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions about the
information below. | will continue to provide you with the latest information as soon as it comes to hand.

| want to reassure you that we have taken, and will continue to take, every step to ensure your child’s wellbeing
while at school.

Best Wishes,

Paul Sedinary

PAUL SEDUNARY

" Principal

What advice is the School receiving about how to respond to the COVID-19 health
situation?

The school is receiving regular updates and advice from the Department of Health and Human Services,
Department of Education as well as Catholic Education Melbourne.

This advice is evidence-based and provided by health experts. (Statement from Dr. Brett Sutton, Victoria's Chief
Health Officer) This is what guides our actions.

What is being done to protect the children while they are at school?

A number of measures have been put in place:
e Hand sanitiser has been provided for use by students and staff

All classes have received special instruction on how to wash their hands, sneeze and cough safely and
dispose of tissues safely

Community information posters in English and Arabic have been displayed throughout the school
Daily cleaning and sanitizing of contact surfaces and points throughout the school
Regular communication and updates for our school community

As is always the case, any child who presents as unwell, will be sent home
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What other measures is the school takinge

From today, Monday 16 March, the following school activities are cancelled until further notice:
e All assemblies (level, village and whole school)

School Mass to be held on Thursday, 19 March

Celebration of the Sacrament of First Reconciliation to be held on Tuesday, 24 March

Year 6 Camp

All excursions /incursions

Interschool sport

Parent information sessions and school tours

Community activities in Jericho (playgroup, English language lessons, parent interest groups)

Will Good Samaritan close due to the coronavirus (COVID-19)2
This morning Victoria’s Chief Health Officer released a statement confirming that at this point in time there is no
need to close Victorian schools. This is because there is no significant benefit in doing so.

Please be aware that this advice may change if the number of coronavirus cases in the broader community
grows. School closures may still be considered late in the outbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates, for
a short period of time. Short term reactive closures may also occur to allow cleaning and contact mapping if
required.

The school will only close when advised to do so by the Department of Health and Human Services, the
Department of Education and with the support of Catholic Education Melbourne.

Why are some schools closed nowe

There are currently only three Victorian schools that are closed. Each has done so for reasons that are very
specific to their situation and on the direction of the Department of Health and Human Services.

Is the Before and After School Care Program Open?
Yes, the Before and After School Care Program (BASC) will remain open while the school remains open. Should
the school need to close, so too will the BASC.

What are the symptoms of coronavirus?
The symptoms of coronavirus include:

® Fever

e Cough

e Shortness of breath

® Breathing difficulties
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What happens if the school becomes aware of a confirmed or possible case of a staff
member or student having contfracted coronavirus?

If we become aware of a confirmed or possible case of a student or staff member contracting COVID-19, or has
been in close contact with someone who is confirmed with COVID-19, we are required to immediately contact

the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

DHHS will then provide me with specific advice based on their assessment of the particular circumstances. This
will direct how the school responds in the best interests of public health.

What can | do reduce the risk of coronaviruse

Wash hands often with soap and running water, for at least 20 seconds. Dry with paper towel or hand
dryer.

Try not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth.

Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t have a tissue cough or

sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow.
Isolate yourself at home if you feel sick. If you take medication ensure you have adequate supplies.
Phone your GP first if you need medical attention. They will tell you what to do.

Continue healthy habits: exercise, drink water, get plenty of sleep, and now is the time to quit smoking.

Call the Quitline 137 848.

Don't wear a face mask if you are well.

Buy an alcohol-based hand sanitiser with over 60 per cent alcohol.
Get the flu shot (available April).

Shaking hands is optional!

ITIS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT

DO YOU HAVE SKOOLBAG?

EVERY FAMILY HAS THIS APP ON THEIR

PHONE, IPAD OR OTHER DEVICE.

WE USE SKOOLBAG TO COMMUN|CATE 1. Get your favourite mobile device
BULLET|NS, NOTICES AND LETTERS. 2. Open the App Store/Play Store
3. Search for “SkoolBag”
SKOOLBAG IS FREE AND EASY TO R
DOWNLOAD. 5. Open the app and add your school(s)
IF YOU NEED HELP DOWNLOADING THE - el
or Apple users 'or Android users

APP PLEASE DROP INTO THE SCHOOL
OFFICE AND WE WILL BE HAPPY TO

GETITON ‘

App Store » Google Play

‘ s Download on the

ASSIST.

for more info visit skoolbag.com.au SkOC)lBag%T-?

E: office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au  W: www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au  T: 9308 6177



mailto:office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au
http://www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au/

P40l Gl gy lan callla gf (il gal Aldina o) 380 Aoy ale o A jaal) Ciasal 13) Giaay 13l

ailal 2S5 41 add ae Gy Jbail Sle US 5l ¢ COVID-19 clas il go 5l allal dlaing 5f 338 50 Als 3 5 55 Liale 13)
. (DHHS)A ) clasdll 5 daall 3 ) ) 528 pilae Juai¥) Lale Cancd ¢ s il

.KAM\M\M@JM\M#@)% Jaa h&\u}ﬂwﬂ& sl daasas daual DHHS‘S_\J‘L):\Q_G‘}“:

CALN (gl Llay) jhd S8 Alad iy o) La

A Chiae o A8 5 dddiay Caia JAY) e 4l 20 5 (g lal) sl g sbal by 2| @
ol el o dlie GuaiYi Jols o
&SI gl (o slall oSU) 8 udae | Jnie @) (S5 Al 1) (adaall o Jlasadl die Jpriag clad g clisl e o
S e el () e oS8 2 ol J 5l i€ 1Y) Gl el et 13 Ol ddluii J ) e
(i V3ley i 5 i Al e ) dalay €1 Y i ey Jusil o
oo g i gl lag ¢ psill e S aid e Jganll g ¢ slall o pdig ¢ Al )l A jlas idsaall Glalall Alal 0 @
. Quitline 137 848 1 Jail (il
K aadielen iy e
ISl e Al 360 e SASL sl ol pira el 5 @
(Ot g B ) 153l A e Juanl e
A kal el dsdladll

¢ dbliga A SKOOLBAG &l JsSu (gt bl Ja

DA e Sl iPad Jles sl Ledila e Gulal 138 Lol Alile JS ol 30k oa s

il 5 a5 A Gask e M YT g dosl 5l SKOOLBAG p3iias (ia

.ol Jgus 5 Slae SKOOLBAG (ks

Baebuall elans ) Shu g A paall B 10) Ara) ja (o b ¢ Gulalll 3 55 8 Baclise ) Aalay S 1)
Sl 35 s

caladi AT Jlea () o) Allse A clialaill i35 jate ) e
SKOOLBAG e &afl

@M\M\d} °

L Giabe 2 S Ayt il e Ginyl 5 Gudaill 2d) o

E: office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au W: www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au T: 9308 6177



mailto:office@goodsam.catholic.edu.au
http://www.gsroxburghpark.catholic.edu.au/

